
 
 
September 17, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear DCS Families: 
 
We are nearing the end of our second week of school and it feels so good to have some 
“normal” back in our lives!  
 
Last week, we wrote to let you know that since school had started, we had no reports of COVID 
positive cases. That has since changed. We are now aware of three positive cases throughout 
the District. None of the cases involve student-to-student transmission; rather, the students 
were exposed to the virus from a family member or contact outside of the school. 
 
In addition, we have quarantined more than 70 students that were identified as a “close contact” 
to a  classmate who developed a fever or other principal symptom of COVID while in school. We 
are happy to report that two-thirds of those students have returned because the symptomatic 
classmate either tested negative for COVID-19 or received an alternate diagnosis from a 
healthcare provider and was cleared to return to school.  
 
I share this information with you for several reasons. First, we want to be completely 
transparent. We do not want to cause undue panic or concern, but want parents and staff 
members to be kept up to date with what is happening throughout the district. Secondly, we 
want you to have accurate information. I am very well aware of the rumors circulating on social 
media and so much of the information that is shared is just not accurate. Because of this, we 
are developing a COVID-19 Data Dashboard, which will be available soon on our website and 
will report the number of positive cases reported, the number of students in quarantine and 
statistics by building. 
 
Another dashboard I would encourage you to check out would be the one updated daily by the 
Genesee County Health Department. As of today, the Health Department is reporting that 2.4 
percent of the 87,356 residents in the county who have been tested for COVID-19 are testing 
positive (the health department classifies anything less than 3% as low risk)..  
 
For more detailed information about Covid 19 in Genesee County, including cases broken down 
by city and township, visit: 
 



https://gccountymi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/e7da2750f51a43ae969a6c
9f002bf6c1 
 
While the risk of Covid 19 in Genesee County is low and we have not seen the transmission of 
Covid 19 in our schools we are spending a lot of time and manpower contract tracing and 
communicating with staff and parents regarding students that have symptoms that could be 
associated with Covid 19 and we could really use your help. If your student is suffering from one 
of the primary symptoms of COVID-19 - a fever, chills, uncontrolled cough, shortness of breath 
or loss of smell or taste or any two of the following secondary symptoms such as muscle aches, 
sore throat, severe headache, diarrhea, vomiting or abdominal pain - we ask that you PLEASE 
keep your child home from school. 
 
So you are aware, we are working closely with and taking our guidance and direction from the 
Genesee County Health Department. If a student is sick at school and exhibits a principal 
symptom or two or more secondary symptoms of COVID-19, we isolate the student and 
determine who his/her close contacts are. Close contact is defined as someone within 6-feet 
who has spent 15 minutes or more with the symptomatic person. This involves contact tracing. 
The district makes every effort to trace the affected student’s whereabouts; Did he/she ride a 
bus? What classrooms and areas of the school was the student in? Who did the student spend 
time with? 
 
The affected person and close contacts are removed from the classroom and calls are made for 
the parents to pick their child up. They are not allowed to ride the bus home. 
 
The affected person and their close contacts are asked quarantine for up to 14 days UNLESS 
he/she is tested for COVID and the test comes back negative or their doctor provides an 
alternative diagnosis. For instance, we have had a few cases of strep throat, sinus infections 
and other viral illnesses - typical for this time of year. 
 
If the symptomatic student is tested and the results are negative OR if a healthcare provider 
makes an alternate diagnosis, the student and those quarantined are allowed to return to 
school. 
 
If the parent of the symptomatic student decides against testing or seeking guidance from a 
healthcare provider, then the student - along with those quarantined - must remain out of school 
throughout the quarantine period. 
 
The good news is that with the majority of those students who have been quarantined, most 
have been able to return to school within two to three days.  
 
Again, we share this information not to cause concern or place a burden on families. We need 
to exercise an extreme amount of caution and will continue to follow the guidance of health 
department officials. We thank you for your support and patience. 
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Kevin Brown, 
Superintendent 


